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AN _ABRUZZO HERITAGE-
~ SCHIAVI D’ABRUZZO (CH).
SANTUARIO ITALICO

On the slopes of Monte Pizzuto, at Colle della Torre, lies the Italic Sanctuary of Schiavi
d’Abruzzo: it rises on a 900 meters high terrace facing the valley of the river Trigno. The
construction of this unit was carried out in two different periods: to the first (end of the 3rd
century, beginning of the 2 nd century B. C. ) belong the wall in square blocks supporting
the down side of the terraced area and the larger temple in the middle. Of this latter only re-
mains the high podium in local limestone, decorated with beautifully molded cornices into
which the steps to the entrance were incorporated: four columns with Ionic capitals, curious-
ly unfinished, stood in the front and two at three sides. To the second period (90-88 B. C.)
date back the construction of the smaller temple and the alter opposite The upper part of
the building was rebuilt by the Archeological Superintendence of Abruzzo in the years 1964-
1974: with no podium, it has four brick columns in front, a floor made of small bricks in a
herringbone pattern and raised cell with a beautiful red floor decorated with white tesseras
making a geometrical design. Near the entrance is the inscription in Oscan language with the
builder’s name; G. Paapiia Mitileis. The opposite altar, a brick work too, originally was shel-
tered with a wooden covering supported by four limestone columns with Doric capitals. We
don't know which divinity these two sacred buildings were dedicated to, but for a long time,
definitely up to the end of the 2rd. Century A. D. , they should have been a place of worship
for the natives.




