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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 4: 
Gen. Mbrshp Mtg.: 
IACS—7:00 PM. 
 
May 13: 
Aaron Caruso at Andiamo’s 
Celebrity Showroom 
 
May 17: 
FADM Dinner Club 
Ottava Via Ristorante 
 
May 18: 
FADM Board Mtg. 
7:00 PM TBD 
 
May 29: 
Memorial Day Parade and 
Picnic: 
Sterling Heights. 10:00 AM 
 
May 31: 
Deadline for FADM Schol-
arship application. 
 
June 1: 
Gen. Mbrshp Mtg. 
IACS—7:00 PM 
 
June 4: 
Festa della Repubblica 
IACS 2:00  
 
June 11: 
Memorial Mass at Holy 
Family Church 11:00 AM 
Italian Heritage Day at  
Comerica Park—4:00 PM 
 
June 28: 
Padre Pino 50th Anniver-
sary Ordination Mass 
Holy Family Church  
 
July—August 
Summer Break—FADM 
 
July 9: 
FADM Picnic 
Lake St. Clair Metro Park 
12:00 PM 
 
July 14,15,16: 
Festa Italiana—Freedom 
Hill 

 

 

  “LA VOCE D’ ABRUZZO”  

 

 Nello studio di un avvocato: 
>La mia parcella—dice il legale—e` di 100 euro, e per questa 
cifra lei puo farmi soltanto due domanda.  
> Soltanto due? 
>Si! E ora mi dica: qual e` la sua seconda domanda? 
 

 Il matrimonio—dice una giovane sposa a un’amica—mi ha guarita 
da un brutto complesso 

 >Avevi un complesso? E quale? 

COMEDY CORNER 

ITALIAN FILM FESTIVAL USA—DETROIT 2017 
CONCLUDES ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON 

THE FADM HAS BEEN A MAJOR SPONSOR 

Sunday, April 30, 2017:  
The Italian Film Festival USA—Detroit concluded its 10 year anniversary season at the Detroit Film 
Theatre located at the DIA. 2017 marked the milestone with 13 feature films and a short film pro-
gram, new to the festival. The festival, which is part of the 12 city Italian Film Festival USA is proud 
to offer screenings at five (5) different locations through out the Detroit Metropolitan Area. This 
makes this festival one of most popular in the country with the second highest attendance after St. 
Louis, where it began. Wednesday, April 5 was the opening night at the DFT and proceeded to be 
offered at Chippewa Valley High School in Macomb County, Henry Ford College in Dearborn, Uni-
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor and Wayne State University in Detroit. The festival brings award 
winning contemporary Italian films from new and established directors in the field. This year the Di-
rector of “Italo”, Alessia Scarso and Gianfranco Cabbidu of “La stoffa dei Sogni” were present to 
answer questions on their films.  
The Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan has been a sponsor of the Italian Film Festival since 2009. 
Italian films have won the most “Best Foreign Film” awards than any other country at the Oscar 
Awards in Hollywood. Italians creativity and comedic interpretations are some of the best in the in-
dustry, and who does drama better? You’ll never go wrong attending one of these gems. See you in 
2018. 

Festival  member and opening 
night host Elena Past 

Organizing Committee with Console Manca and 
 Director Gianfranco Cabbidu. 

Console Maria Manca 

From left. 
Detroit Film Theatre at the DIA 
Director Alessia Scarso. 
FADM members enjoying the closing nigh 
film: Frank and Gina Serraiocco with Ton-
ino and Sara Corsetti. 



MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 

The next meeting of FADM will be on Thursday, May 4 2017.  The General membership meeting will take place at the Italian American Cultural 

Center located in Clinton Twp. . The  meeting will begin at 7:00 PM. This month we will have Michael Hauser from the St. Jude Children’s Research  

Hospital as a guest speaker. 
OOPS, CORNER: 
 We are revising our Birthday and anniversary database.  If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed, we do not have it on file. Please email me or 
call me and I will add it to our database. Enzo Paglia 586-207-1063 or email at automan25@aol.com .  
MEMBERSHIP: 
 All memberships are valid for one year starting January 1 and ending December 31. If you have friends who would like to join, have them call our 
membership chairman or give us their name and address for a follow up mailing to invite them to join.  Remember, we have also started the “Friends 
of Abruzzo” program where non-Abruzzesi can join and enjoy the benefits of membership. If you have any questions or need further information, 
please call Sergio Paglia Membership Chair  at 586-759-3114.   
STEWARDHIP: 
Federation activities are fun, entertaining, and cultural. We look forward to enjoying the fellowship and, what else, the food everyone prepares for 
our fabulous potlucks and get-togethers. We enjoy the videos, the music and the stories and histories of our family trees and ancestral homes in Italy. 
The events seem to flow together effortlessly. This is true because of the members who have joined in and become part of a committee to put an 
event together. Joining a committee is fun and rewarding. When you have the power of many the tasks are minor and the job is done with ease. 
When you renew your Membership for 2017 be sure to indicate which committee you are interested in and your phone number. The Chairperson of 
the committee will call you for meetings. Remember, we can do more, we can do much, and we can do much more. All we need is everyone to do 
his or her part. 
AARON CARUSSO AND MARK RINDISI: 
Saturday, May 13: Andiamo’s Celebrity Showroom: Join Mark Randisi and Aaron Caruso for a night of incredible vocal talent accompanied by the 
Motor City Horns. Mark Randisi will perform all of your favorite Sinatra tunes. You’ll feel like you’re in the presence of Old Blue Eyes himself! 
Aaron Caruso will sing iconic classics from legends like Dean Martin, Luciano Pavarotti and Bobby Darin. 
FADM DINNER CLUB: 
Wednesday, May 17, 2017: The FADM Dinner Club will be  at Ottava Via located at 1400  Michigan Avenue  located in Detroit’s own Corktown 

section. A traditional Italian joint in Corktown that also boasts a backyard with bocce, Ottava Via makes tasty Neapolitan-style pizzas cooked in 

a brick oven, with traditional flavors like the Margherita or catch-all Italian. Call Angela Beaumont at 248-703-2881 or Teria DeLorenzo at 586

-262-7482 for your reservations. Plans are being made for car pooling. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND PICNIC: 

Monday, May 29, 2017: Join the FADM in honoring our Italian-American Veterans in the Sterling Heights Memorial Day Parade. Gathering 

place is in Dodge Park and will proceed South to Metropolitan Parkway. Picnic will follow immediately at Dodge Park. 
 
2017 FADM SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE: 
Wednesday, May 31, 2017: Deadline for our FADM Scholarship application. This year we will offer 2 scholarships for College bound or active col-
lege students. All applications will be reviewed and scored by independent judges. Scholarships will be given out in September at our Festa 
Abruzzese. 
 

FESTA DELLA REPUBBLICA: 
Sunday, June 4, 2017: At the Italian American Cultural Center. Join your fellow countrymen  and fans of Abruzzo as we celebrate and honor 

the birth of the Italian Republic. This years featured guest is Dr. David DiChiera, Executive Director of the Michigan Opera Theartre. 

 

FADM MEMORIAL MASS: 

Sunday, June 11, 2017: Holy Family Church: The FADM will be sponsor a Memorial Mass at  Holy Family Church for family, friends and 

victims of the earthquakes in Abruzzo. Contact Sergio Paglia at 586-759-3114 to place the name of a loved one on the prayer list. 

 

PADRE PINO 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION: 
Thursday, June 28, 2017:  Come celebrate a life of service as the FADM joins the entire Italian community is honoring Padre Pino on his 50th Anni-
versary of his Ordination as a Priest. There will be a mass at noon at Holy Family Church followed by a dinner at Penna’s of Sterling beginning at 
6:00 PM. Contact Sebastian Previti at 586-206-5185 for additional information and reservations. 
 
FADM ABRUZZESE PICNIC: 
Sunday July 9, 2017: Lake St. Clair Metropark (formerly Metropolitan Beach Metropark) The FADM is the sponsor for this Annual Picnic, But all 
Abruzzesi and friends are welcome to share in our meal and fellowship. Free to members and only $10 to non-members. Children's and Adult games 
with a Bocce and Mora Tournament scheduled to be played. Have your teams ready so organization will be easier. 
 
FESTA ITALIANA: 
July 14,15, 16, 2017: Freedom Hill: Don’t miss this annual celebration of all that is Italian. Music, dancing, contests, fellowship and of course food in 
a warm and inviting atmosphere for the family. The FADM will have a booth to promote our Region. Members are encouraged to sign up for what 
ever time they are available. Contact Enzo Paglia at 586-207-1063 to volunteer. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 Patronato ITAL-UIL at the Ialian American Cultural Society Banquet & Conference center continues on Thursdays from 10 AM to Noon. Call Rita Barile at 734-421-3460 for informa-
tion. 

mailto:automan25@aol.com
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS  
FADM DINNER CLUB NEWS 

 

The next outing for the FADM monthly Dinner Club will 
be at Ottava Via and is scheduled for Thursday, May 17,  
2017 at 6:30 PM. 
Ottava Via is located at 1400 Michigan Avenue in Detroit’s 
Corktown district. 
Parking is available in the street, or in a secure parking lot in 
the rear of the building and it is free. 
Ottava Via proudly serves freshly made, in-house, Italian 
recipes. They offer everything, from rustic Neapolitan, hand 
tossed pizza's to house-made mozzarella with Formaggi and 
Salumi boards, pasta's with house-made sauces, and share 
plates, to delicious weekly specials. All while specializing in 
fresh, friendly, and sensational service. 
Car pooling will be available for those not familiar with De-
troit. Call Angela Beaumont at 248-703-2881 or Teria 

DeLorenzo at 586-262-7482 to reserve your place.  
CONSOLATO DEL DETROIT  

STARTS FACEBOOK PAGE 
Si comunica che il Consolato d’Italia a Detroit è adesso presente 
anche su Facebook con una pagina ufficiale. L’indirizzo per ac-
cedere a tale pagina è il seguente: https://www.facebook.com/
ItalyinDetroit/ La pagina Facebook si aggiunge al già esistente 
profilo Twitter: https://twitter.com/ItalyinDetroit . 
 

The  Consulate of Italy in Detroit has announced that it is now 
also present on Facebook with an official page. The address for 
accessing this page is as follows: https://www.facebook.com/
ItalyinDetroit/ The Facebook page is added to the existing 
Twitter profile: https://twitter.com/ItalyinDetroit.  

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

APRIL  BIRTHDAY 
Pauline Parafinowicz 

TRI-CLUB BOCCE TOURNAMENT 
The Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan, the 
Italian American Club of Livonia, and the Ve-
netian Club will begin round three of the of 
this newly established tournament. The Ve-
netian Club won round one and two and are 
looking for a clean sweep of the tournament.. 
Can they succeed  in winning again? Can the FADM and the 
IACL mount a defense and turn the tables this round? Stay 
tuned for this exciting series of Bocce. 

 

 APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Dante and Clementine Gallucci 

 MEMORIAL DAY PARADE  
AND PICNIC 

STERLING HEIGHTS MEMORIAL DAY PARADE. COME WALK 
WITH US AS WE HONOR ALL ITALIAN-AMERICANS WHO 

PAID THE ULTIME PRICE FOR DEFENDING THEIR  
COUNTRY AND SUPPORTING LIBERTY. 

JOIN US IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE PARADE AT DODGE 
PARK FOR A POTLUCK PICNIC AFTERGLOW. 

SEE YOU THERE! 
  

MONDAY, MAY 29, 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/ItalyinDetroit/
https://www.facebook.com/ItalyinDetroit/
https://twitter.com/ItalyinDetroit
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-ABRUZZO HERITAGE-

~TORNARECCIO (CH). PALLANUM~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Monte Pallano, situated between today’s towns of  Bomba and Tor-
nareccio, makes up the main massif  of  south Abruzzo. It dominates a 
plateau that was the setting of  an ancient settlement, whose more con-
spicuous remains are the megalithic walls, Built between the 5th and 4th 

century B. C.. Created from large blocks of  limestone, easy to find 
nearby, roughly squared, these did not surround that area completely 
but were only used to reinforce the more exposed parts The fortifica-
tion is observed for a stretch of  about 160 meters and in some parts 
reaches higher than 5 meters. Still visible are the green small entries, 

with archives made form huge monoliths. This powerful defensive sys-
tem obviously surrounded an important town; research being carried 
out recently and still in progress will soon supply us with new funda-

mental data about this settlement. 
. 
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Publisher’s Tour 2016: Abruzzo 
The Seaside Resort of Pescara 
The traveler’s made their way up the coast of Abruzzo alongside the clear blue 
waters of the Adriatic to visit the region’s largest city - Pescara. The ten miles of 
wide, clean beaches are the number one attraction in Pescara, although most visi-
tors come for the sun, sand and sparkling clear waters, the town also offers sev-
eral many cultural attractions. The Museo delle Genti d’Abruzzo is dedicated to 
the customs and traditions of the people of the region. It focuses on the history, 
from its ancient past all the way up to present day. Since exhibits change fre-
quently, if you haven’t been to the museum in a while, there is always a reason to 
return to see what’s new. 
Whenever one is in Italy, you can’t resist the chance to visit the cathedrals. The 
Duomo San Cetteo is dedicated to the town´s patron saint, but the present Ro-
manesque Revival building is quite new by Italian standards. It was constructed in 
the 1930s. It has replaced the medieval church of San Cetteo, but several rem-
nants of the older church’s structure have been preserved and that is the real attraction. Anyone who has an engineering or architectural interest will 
appreciate the construction methods used centuries ago, since you can observe the foundation structure in two glass-enclosed structures across the 
street from the present cathedral. Unfortunately, the Duomo itself does not contain the frescos and awe-inspiring artwork so well admired in many 
of the churches and cathedrals of Italy. For those who are interested in modern art, The Basilio Cascella Museum houses the Art Noveau works of 
the Cascella family, who were key figures in that artistic movement. You can stroll among the furniture, paintings, pottery, pictures and postcards in 
their former workshop and admire the creative genius of that influential family. Another interesting stop is in the center of town and a visit to the 
Palazzo del Governo. The building is impressive, but before venturing inside, spend some time enjoying its outside grounds. With its numerous 
fountains and the Piazza Italia, you’ll find it to be a wonderful place to sit and relax. After a bit of people watching, head inside to view the works of 
Giudo Costanzo, a highly-respected sculptor from Ortona, as well as the most celebrated work of painter Francesco Paolo Michetti. "La Figlia di 
Iorio" is difficult to miss, the painting is enormous, measuring 18 feet long and 9 feet high! As you walk further into the building, you will come 
across three allegorical paintings by Ugo Cerasoli, illustrating the birth of the Province of Pescara, the Art in the Province of Pescara and the Fortress 
of Pescara in 1700. Then you’ll want to head outside and spend time along the beach. Lined by a promenade, the coastal beach offers endless stroll-
ing opportunities, but to simply gaze at the crystal blue water and breathe in the sea air is a joy unto itself. 
Pescara is not only one of the area's most popular beach towns, but it is also the gateway into the rural and rugged terrain areas of the Abruzzo re-
gion, which feature historic towns and large national parks. Among the most important places to visit is the ancient town of Chieti. 

The Ancient Town of Chieti 
Located only twenty minutes from Pescara, Chieti is a quintessential provincial hill-
side town. A magnificent Gothic cathedral looms over the town, offering fantastic 
views of the surrounding mountains. Only a few miles inland from the sea, you will 
no doubt be taken aback by your first view of the Apennines rising before you as 
Majella Massif, the second highest mountain in the range (9,163 feet), dominates 
your view to the west. 
Within the town itself, you’ll want to spend time at the Museo Nazionale Arche-
ologico di Antichita. It is a particularly intriguing place. The museum is contained in 
a villa and is surrounded by a park containing various archaeological finds, not only 
from the Roman Empire, but also tombs dating back to the establishment of the 
town by the Greeks. 
Chieti is among the most ancient of Italian cities. The history of the town is marked 
by significant ups and downs over the millenniums since its founding. According to 
legend, the city was founded in 1181 BC by the Homeric Greek hero Achilles and was named in honor of his mother, Thetis. The population of the 
town reached 60,000 during the heyday of the Roman Empire, but was virtually destroyed by invading Visigoths and Heruli in the decades following 
the fall of the Empire. It regained its footing and flourished culturally and architecturally during the 17th century, only to be decimated by the plague 
in 1656. In 1806, the town was turned into a fortress by Napoleon, but during World War II, Chieti was declared an open city (like Rome) and was 
not bombed by either side. Earthquakes have regularly struck the area, but the residents of Chieti remain, as have their ancestors, a remarkably resil-
ient people. 
The main sights in Chieti include the Cathedral of Chieti, constructed as a Gothic Cathedral in the ninth century and rebuilt in the Romanesque-style 
beginning in the 11th century. The church went through additional changes in the 14th century following damage sustained in numerous earth-
quakes. The church was rebuilt again in the late 17th-18th centuries into its present Baroque style. Another ancient structure is the Church of San 
Francesco al Corso, founded in 1239. The façade shows its incomplete Baroque restoration, but it does contain a hand-carved stone rose window 
dating back to the Middle Ages. The church became a focal point for the community after it suffered severe damage in the Aquila earthquake of 
2009. 
Under the Church of San Pietro e Paolo (and the nearby houses) are extensive underground structures from the 1st century AD. Unfortunately, this 
underground city is only open to the public a few days out of the year. Above ground, there still remains the town’s centuries-old Roman theater. 
Another interesting visit is to the Palazzo Lepri complex. It is divided into several wings. One overlooks the Piazza Trento and Trieste and contains 
numerous residences. The other wing overlooks a magnificent terrace. Inside and above the palazzo’s main staircase, is a fresco with the coat of arms 
of the Lepri family. Today, the building remains the property of the Marquis Lepri, but it is often used for weddings and major social events in town. 
After these fascinating visits in Abruzzo, it was time for the Publisher’s Tour to head east for its final stops, culminating in a visit to Roma, the fea-
ture of our final chapter of the tour in next week’s Italian Tribune. 
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SPONSOR OF THE MONTH 
Ristorante Piccirilli 

Come enjoy the flavors and tastes of  Old World recipes from 
the Abruzzo Region of  Italy. Experience the hidden charm and 

authentic cooking ambience of  a by gone era. Abruzzo is a 
growing region of  Italian Gastronomic  adventures. 
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FEDERAZIONE ABRUZZESE DEL MICHIGAN 
 

P. O. BOX 545 

STERLING HEIGHTS 

MI, 48311 

WWW.FEDERAZIONEABRUZZESE.COM 

PATHWAYS OF TRADITIONS 
San Salvo, Pretoro, Cocullo, Rapino, Raiano, Roca di Mezzo, 

Bucchianico 
On the 20th of April, the festival of “le Some” involves the whole town 
with a ritual ceremony where wheat is carried by floats and then ground 
and made into “sagne” - a traditional pasta. On 22nd of April, the town 
of Giulianova celebrates the Madonna dello Splendore ( Our Lady of 
Splendor) with a Berber style horse race and concerts with musical 
bands. On the first Thursday in May, in honor of San Domenico Abate, 
the professione dei serpari ) Procession of the Snakes charmers 0 is held 
in Cocullo, where a statue of the Saint is draped by live snakes and pa-
raded through the crowded streets of the town. At Pretoro San 
Domenico the first Sunday of the month is celebrated with the miracle 
“Lu Lope” ( the wolf) ( after catching a new born baby, the Saint tames 
the wolf). In May there is the festival of the Madonna  del Carpineto 
(Rapino) on the 8th, with the procession of the “Verginelle” ( where 
young girls dress up in white). On the 18th of May there is the festival of 
San Venanzio (Raiano), with its theme of the healing powers of mineral 

stones and on the last Sunday in May the 
sacra del  narciso ( the festival of the narcis-
sus( is held at Rocca di Mezzo where floats 
parade the narcissus flower arrangements. 
On the Sunday before the 24th of May, the 
“I Banderesi” is held at Bucchianico. One 
the biggest local festivals in Abruzzo, the 
Banderesi” re—enact the town’s resistance 
to attacks from the in inhabitants of Chieti. 

Call for your 

 Membership Information Packet 

586-759-3114 

Or 

Complete the information and mail to: 

FADM – Membership 

PO Box 545 

Sterling Heights, MI, 48311 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________ 

 

City/ State: ____________________ ZIP: ___________ 

 

Phone Number: (H): ___________________________ 

 

             (C): _________________________ 

 

Email: __________________________Date:________ 

The procession of the snake-charmers  
( Cocullo) 


