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Si comunica che il COMITES di Detroit ha organizzato un evento di raccolta fondi per la
commemorazione delle vittime del disastro ferroviario del 1901 ad Adrian. L'evento si terra venerdi 5
agosto p.v. presso I'Ttalian American Cultural Society. Maggiori dettagli sono disponibili nel relativo
comunicato stampa del Comites qui unito.

Si ringrazia della collaborazione per una opportuna diffusione delle informazioni.
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OMITES

Comitato degli Italiagni all’estero

Circoscrizione del Consolato d'ltalia in Detroit: Stati del Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky e Tennessee

-

**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***
ITALIAN AMERICAN COMMMUNITY TO HOLD FUNDRAISER FOR ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS KILLED
IN 1901 ADRIAN TRAIN CRASH

On Thanksgiving Eve in 1901, two trains N.4 and N. 13 collided near Adrian, Michigan, where over 100 ltalian
immigrants perished. They had recently arrived to the United States for a better life. In New York, they were
escorted to Train N. 13 headed to Colorado and California to work in the mines. Their dream never came true
because the two cars in which they were traveling were shattered on impact and instantly caught fire when an
overhead kerosene lamp fell to the floor, blocking the escape of those trapped inside, most being reduced to
ashes. Fire burned at over 2,000 degrees and it burned into the night. Nearby residents could only watch in
horror; flames were seen as far as five miles away in any direction.

The victims' remains were taken to the Croswell Opera House for identification. Those who remained
unidentified, because of their fragmented remains were placed in five coffins and buried in the Oakwood
Cemetery in Adrian. For decades, they were forgotten - lost to history. "Now is the time to honor them", said
Adrian Mayor, Jim Berryman. A sculpture is being created by Italian-American artist, Sergio De Giusti. It will be
unveiled on Saturday, September 24, 2016 at a Memorial Service and Dedication at Oakwood Cemetery in
Adrian. This memorial tribute is going to be completely funded through private contributions", Mayor Berryman
went on to say. To accomplish the task of raising $12,000 needed, Mayor Berryman contacted the Italian Consul
in Detroit, Dr. Maria Luisa Lapresa who contacted COMITES, an entity that serves the Italian citizens living
abroad.

In response to this request, COMITES President Domenico Ruggirello, its Members and the Council of
Presidents of the Italian-American Clubs in the metro Detroit area have organized a fundraiser that will be held
on Friday, August 5,2016 at the ltalian American Cultural Center, located at 43843 Romeo Plank Road in
Clinton Township, Michigan. The fund raiser will include a buffet dinner, soft drinks and coffee. A cash bar will
be available. Doors open at 6pm and dinner is served at 7pm. The cost of each ticket is $25.00. Please RSVP
no later than Monday, August 1, 2016 by leaving a message at the COMITES office at 586/997-0793. Please
leave your name, telephone number and the number of tickets you would like. This is very important, as we are
expecting a large turnout and we need to give an accurate count to the Italian American Cultural Center. The
City of Adrian has also created a "Go Fund Me" website that will be active through July 22, 2016. The site is
www.patronicity.com/train.

Following dinner, there will be a very informative lecture by Michigan native, Laurie Catherine Perkins, PhD. Dr.
Perkins received her BA in History from Adrian College, her Masters in American Studies from Notre Dame
University in South Bend, Indiana and her PhD from Michigan State University in East Lansing. She is the
author of the book, "Wreck on the Wabash" which is the compelling and moving story of this train wreck that
occurred 115 years ago. Following her lecture, Dr. Perkins will hold a. question and answer session with the
audience. The book will be available for purchase on August 5 for $15.00 and $5.00 from the sale of each book
will be donated by Dr. Perkins to the Memorial. Dr. Perkins is currently in her 28th year with the Michigan History
Museum. She was Production Manager for the Museum's permanent exhibit, "Growing up in Michigan" which
received an American Association for State and Local History National Award of Merit in 1994. Dr. Perkins and
her husband Eric live in Grand Ledge, Michigan. !
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