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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 1, 2014:
Festa della Repubblica

TACS— 2:00PM

June 3, 2014:
Gen. Mbrshp Meeting

TACS—7:00 PM

June 8, 2014:

Abruzzese Memorial Mass
Holy Family Church
11:00 AM.

June 8, 2014:

Grand opening ceremony—
Fr. Guanella Hall—
St. Louis Ctr in Chelsea

June 17, 2014:
FADM Board Meeting

TACS—6:30 PM

June 29, 2014:

Barisciano Picnic
Knights of Columbus Field
Shelby Township

July 13, 2014
FADM Picnic

Lake St. Clair MetroPark
(Metropolitan Beach)
11:00 AM Mass

July 20 , 2014:
Tiger Baseball Game

July 20— Limited seating

July 27, 2014:

Secinarese Club Picnic
Mary Burke Park
New Baltimore, MI.

August 2013:
Summer Break (FADM)

August 17, 2014:
Loyal Wing Picnic
(Alfadena)
Steffens Park
Frazier, MI.

FADM in the House
— the Detroit Opera Housel

By Sandra Tornberg

Members of the Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan (FADM) along with friends and family had the pleasure
of attending the Michigan Opera Theatre’s magnificent production of “Turandot” on May 16. Conducted by
maestro Valerio Galli in his MOT debut, the production also matked the MOT debuts of two brilliant singers,
soprano Donata D’Annunzio Lombardi performing the role of Liu and tenor Giancarlo Monsalve as Prince
Calaf, in his role debut. Ms. D’Annunzio Lombardi was also making her American debut.

Ms. D’Annunzio Lombardi, who was born in Avezzano in the province of I.’Aquila in Abruzzo, is considered
one of today’s leading interpreters of Puccini heroines. In 2011 the Puccini Festival in Torre del Lago pre-
sented her the prestigious Albo d’Oro Giacomo Puccini award in recognition of her portrayals of Musetta and
Mimi (“La Boheme”), Cio-Cio San (“Madama Butterfly”), Liu (“Turandot”), and Magda (“La Rondine”). Her
versatile roles include the title role in Maria Stuarda, Antonina (“Belisario”), Desdemona (“Otello”), Madama
Cortese (“Viaggio a Reims”), Violetta (“La Traviata”), Micaela (“Carmen”), Adalgisa (“Norma”), and Thérese
(“Les mamelles de Tirésias”). She has performed at important theaters throughout Italy and Europe such as
Teatro alla Scala (Milan), Arena di Verona, San Carlo (Naples), Teatro Comunale (Florence), Teatro Regio
(Parma), Teatro Catlo Felice (Genova), Théatre Royal (Versailles), Théatre du Chatelet (Paris), as well as Zurich
Opera and the Staatstheater of Stuttgart, collaborating with stage directors such as Franco Zeffirelli, Jonathan
Miller, and Francesca Zambello. She has been conducted by Daniel Oren, Jeffrey Tate, Roberto Abbado, Lorin
Maazel and Placido Domingo. In 2012 Ms. D’Annunzio Lombardi was recognized as “Singer of the Year” at
the Festival Donizetti di Bergamo for her dual debut roles of Maria Stuarda and Antonina. In 2013 she received
another prestigious award, the Gigli D’Oro, in recognition of the high level of artistry and achievement in her
versatile career.

Giancarlo Monsalve made his debut in 2006 at the Teatro Comunale di Bologna. He made his American debut
and role debut as Don Alvaro in "La Forza del Destino”, at the Washington National Opera in October 2013.
Mr. Monsalve studied in his native Chile with Nora Lopez von Vriessen, in Italy with Mirella Freni, and in Spain
with Monserrat Caballeé. He currently studies with the famous tenors Nicola Martinucci and Gianfranco
Cecchele. An international star, Mr. Monsalve has performed in

some of the world’s most important opera houses, including the Royal Opera House Covent Garden in Lon-
don, the Arena di Verona, the Zurich Opera House, the Opéra de Nice, the Bayerische Staatsoper in Munich,
the Teatro Regio in Turin, the Washington National Opera, the Greek National Opera, the Sejong Center for
the Performing Arts in Seoul, the Royal Opera House Muscat Sultanate of Oman, the Avenches Opera festival,
the Teatro Nacional de Sdo Catlos in Lisbon, the Deutsche Oper am Rhein in Dusseldorf, the Sferisterio Opera
Festival, the Lausanne Opera, the Cologne Opera House, the Teatr Wielki Polish National Opera in Warsaw,
the NCPA National Centre for the Performing Arts in Mumbai India, the Teatro Petruzzelli in Bari and many
others. (Continued on page 5).

Below:
FADM Giovani Chairs Damiano

Alloggia and Stefano Ranalli with Do-
nata D’Annunzio Lombardi.

Above: Frank Serraiocco, Donata
D’Annunzio Lombardi and Sandy
Tornberg.

Above: Singer EugeneVil-
lanueva, Sivia Giorgini-Althoen
and Conductor Valerio Galli.




MEMBERSHIP MEETING:
Tuesday, June 3, 2014. Our monthly membership meeting will take place at the Italian American Cultural Center located at 43843 Romeo Plank
Road Clinton Township, MI 48038. Telephone: 586-228-3030. The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM.

OOPS, CORNER:
We are revising our Birthday and anniversary database. If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed, we do not have it on file. Please email me or
call me and I will add it to our database. Enzo Paglia 248-656-5052 ot email at automan25@aol.com .

MEMBERSHIP:

All memberships are valid for one year starting January 1 and ending December 31. If you have friends who would like to join, have them call our
membership chairman or give us their name and address for a follow-up mailing to invite them to join. Remember, we have also started the
“Friends of Abruzzo” program where non-Abruzzesi can join and enjoy some of the benefits of membership. If you have any questions or need
further information, please call Susan Dubois-Reetz at 586-293-6507 . Remember, we can do much, we can do more, and we can do much more. All
we need is everyone to do his or her part.

FESTA DELILA REPUBBLICA:

Sunday, June 1, 2014: Italian Cultural Center: Americans have July 4, Independence Day, the French have July 14, Bastille Day, and we Italians have
June 2, Festa della Repubblica; the day the Italians formed the first republic after World War Two. Come join us in celebrating this most important
day and Holiday on the Italian Calendar both in Italy and around the world. Festivities begin at 2:00 PM at the IACS with presentations and food
from the different regions of Italy as we celebrate our unity.

DEDICATION CEREMONEY FOR FR. GUANELLA HALL:
Sunday, June 8, 2014: The FADM will participate in the grand opening of Fr. Guanella Hall at the St. Louis Center in Chelsea, MI. Those interested
in participating contact Enzo Paglia at 248-656-5052.

ABRUZZESE MEMORIAL MASS:

Sunday, June 8, 2014: Join us in celebrating Mass at Historic Holy Family Church in downtown Detroit. The mass will begin at 11:00 AM andvbe
celebrated for all Abruzzese family members, club members and victims of the earthquake of 2009. Everyone is welcome to come. Contact Sergio
Paglia at 586-759-3114 to register family names. Coffee and desserts will be available after Mass in the fellowship hall.

FADM CASINO TRIP:
Saturday, June 28, 2014: The FADM is going to Soaring Fagle Casino. Join you friends and fellow members for a fun filled day and one of Michi-
gan’s landmark casinos.

BARISCIANOTTI PICNIC:
Sunday June 29, 2014: The Bariscianotti Club will hold their Annual Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Field on 21 Mile Road. This event is for Ba-
riscianotti Club members and family only. Call Frank Simone at 586-770-3287 for information.

FADM SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE:

June 30, 2014: Deadline for submitting an application for the 2014 FADM scholarship competition. The FADM offers two (2) $1,000 scholarships
based on merit and reviewed by independent judges. For an application go to www.fedabruzzo.org or contact Sandy Tornberg, Education Chair, at
586-907-6631.

FADM ANNUAL PICNIC:

Sunday, July 13, 2014: Mark your calendar for our Annual FADM picnic at St. Clair MetroPark (Formerly known as Metropolitan Beach). The day
begins with Mass at 11:00 AM. With lunch served at 1:00. Join us in fun and fellowship with Giggles the Clown, lots of kids’ games, a Bocce Ball
tournament and a Mora Tournament as well as other surprises. Enjoy the day with your family and friends as we enjoy the beauty of nature in sum-

mer time.

TIGER BASEBALL GAME:

Sunday July 20, 2014: Tigers vs Cleveland Indians. Join the FADM members, Friends of Abruzzo and anyone who likes to cheer on for the Tigers.
Event includes lunch at Vivio’s Restaurant, shuttle to ball park and back and lot’s of fun. Contact Sergio Paglia at 586-759-3114 for details and reser-
vations. Hurry, limited number of tickets are available

SECINARESE CLUB PICNIC:
Sunday July 27, 2014: The Secinarese Club picnic will at Walter and Mary Burke Park, New Baltimore, MI. Contact Doug Simone at 313-520-1685
for information and directions.

LOYAL WING CLUB (ALFADENA) PICNIC:

Sunday, August 17, 2013: The Loyal Wing Club Annual Picnic will be held at the Steffens Park, Fort Fraser Pavilion in Fraser.
Members--past and present--and their families are invited to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of our club. Call Mike or Sandi Kirk (586-566-
0223) or Dina DiLauria (586-739-7086) for more details.
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Dante Gallucci, Clementina Gallucci, Luigi Bucciatelli,
Roberto Cicchelli, Enzo Paglia

FADM ANNUAL PICNIC

Join the fun of hot dogs, burgers and beer,
bocce tournament, and kids’ games on a
Sunday afternoon.

Sunday, July 13, 2014
Lake St. Clair MetroPark
(Formerly Metropolitan Beach)

Mass at 11:00 AM
Dinner at 1:00 PM
Followed by events and games
Members are free Guests are $10.00
Call Frank Serraiocco at 313-527-6193 or
Elio Bucciarelli at 248-852-5346 for details.

TIGER BASEBALL!!!!
Sunday, July 20, 2014
Detroit Tigers vs. Cleveland Indians
Game time 1:08 PM
Lunch at Vivio’s in Eastern Market and shuttle ride
to and from stadium.
$30 includes ticket, shuttle service and a $5 food
voucher for Vivio’s
Call Sergio Paglia at 586-759-3114 for information
and reservations. HURRY !!!
Limited number of tickets available.

ABRUZZESE

MEMORIAL MASS:

Sunday, June 8, 2014
Holy Family Church, 11:00 AM Mass.

Join the Abruzzese community along with your family and
friends in remembrance of those loved ones who have gone
before us.

Coffee and doughnuts served in the fellowship hall after the
mass. This mass is open to all Abruzzesi who wish to par-
ticipate. Submit names to be remembered to:

Sergio Paglia @ 586-759-3114.

All names will be read in remembrance in prayers.
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS
F AD M “ATITTLE COMEDY CORNER
)

LLAUGHTER IS
Casino Time Again GOOD FOR THE

Come join us in a SOUL.”
Casino and Fellowship event as we travel to the

Soaring Eagle Casino. Un tale che ha bevuto qualche Martini di troppo cerca

disperatamente di prendere con lo stuzzicadenti 'oliva che
] Saturday’ June 28’ 2014. o e\rinasta sul fonds del bicchiere.
Seating is limited and advance reservation is Un amico piu sobrio lo nota e accorre in suo aiuto:
Requested so we can plan ahead. in men che non si dica infilza 'oliva e gliela porge.
Call Clarice Squillace for information and -Bella impresa - si complimenta l'altro. - ma non
reservations at 586-381-3700 saresti mai riuscito a prenderla se prima non ci

avessi pensato io a stancarla per benel

Gustandosi un’enorme pasta alla crema, un bambino biascica
delle frasi incomprensibli a una compagna di scuola. Questa
lo apostrofa:
- Non capisco una parola... finche qualcuno non
fara un dizionario italiano-bocca piena, bocca piena-
italiano

@

)

(Continued from page 1)

Maestro Valerio Galli is a native of Viareggio, in the province of Lucca in Tuscany. He made his opera debut in 2004 conducting “Madama Butter-
fly”. In 2007 at the age of twenty-seven, Maestro Galli conducted “Tosca” for the fifth-third Puccini Festival at Torre del Lago, birthplace and home
of Giacomo Puccini. He won the Gold Mask 2007 Prize for Young Emerging Conductors for this production. Maestro Galli has conducted many
operas including “Un Ballo in Maschera”, “Rigoletto”, “Cavalleria Rusticana”, “Suor Angelica”, “I’Elisir d’amore”, “Pagliacci”, “Il Campanello”,
“Gianni Schicchi”, “Carmen” and “La Traviata”. Maestro Galli made his American debut in 2013 with “La Rondine” at the Fresno Grand Opera.
In 2013 he was awarded the Premio Puccini for outstanding artistry. ‘This summer Maestro Galli will be back in Torre del Lago to conduct “La Bo-
heme” at the sixtieth Puccini Festival.

Turandot was Puccini’s last opera. He started working on it in 1920 and it remained unfinished at the time of his death in 1924. The opera takes
place in China and is the story of the cold-hearted Princess Turandot, Prince Calaf who falls in love with her, and the slave girl LiG, who is secretly in
love with Prince Calaf. In order to marry Turandot, potential suitors are required to answer three riddles correctly; a wrong answer results in the
suitot’s execution. Many had met this unfortunate fate prior to Prince Calaf. Though he answers all the riddles correctly, Turandot still refuses to
marry him and Liu sacrifices her life so Calaf and Turandot can be together.

Puccini had fully composed and orchestrated the first two acts, and the third act up to Liu’s death and funeral procession. It was completed by
Franco Alfano and had its debut on April 25, 1926 at Teatro alla Scala. The conductor, Arturo Toscanini, ended the opening night performance
where Puccini’s music stopped.

After the ovation finally subsided at the Detroit Opera House, the FADM group moved to the Cadillac Café for a reception. We were delighted to
chat with MOT Founder and Artistic Director Dr. David DiChiera and MOT President and CEO Mr. Wayne S. Brown. The lovely and gracious
Ms. D’Annunzio Lombardi joined us, along with Maestro Galli and Eugene Villanueva, who sang the role of Ping. Ms. D’Annunzio Lombardi was
made an honorary member of the Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan. It was a memorable evening of glorious music and great friends.

Left: George and Diane
Marchese with Donata
D’Annunzio Lombardi

Left: Chris Pelino, Davide
DiCicco and Dr. David
DiChiera
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-ABRUZZO HERITAGE-
Teofilo Patini

Teofilo Patini (Castel di Sangro, Abruzzo May 5, 1840 — 1
Naples, November 16, 1906) was an Italian painter, active in |§
a Realist style.

He was born to a landowning family of some wealth. In 1855, he
began classical studies inSulmona under the Latin scholar, Leo-
poldo Dortrucci. Patini's father had taken a position as chancellor
of the Royal Judiciary in that town. He acquired a diploma of
“Belle Lettere”, and then enrolled in the University of Naples to
study philosophy, then transferred to study at the Academy of :
Fine Arts in Naples. This move, however, was not approved by his  Castel di Sangro
family. At the age of 20 years, Teofilo, along with Antonio Tripoti,

enlisted in the volunteer forces of Garibaldi: theCacciatori del Gran

Sasso, which was organizing an insurrection in Abruzzo. Later he was to join for four months in the National Guard of Castel di San-
gro, with forces attempting to repress the rampant rural brigandage.

Self Portrait

During a competition at the Academy, his painting of Edward 111 of England and the Deputies of Calais won him a stipend for two years
(1868 — 1869) to study in Florence. In 1870, his canvas of “La Zingara” gained him a scholarship to travel to Rome from 1870 to 1873.
In Rome, he painted Nello studio di Salvatore Rosa, which was awarded first prize in an 1872 exhibition in Rome. In Rome, he began a
relationship with Teresa Tabasco, a model of the Academy. Years later, they married.

In 1872, he was afflicted with the ophthalmologic infection, trachoma. This curtailed painting to some degree, although he painted La
guardiana delle oche (1873), Case di campagna (1874), I notabili del mio paese (1878). A few years later, by the age of 39, he was allowed by his
doctor to restart painting. His painting became progressively focused on the lives of the poor peasants, fore example, I/ ciabat-

tino (exhibited at 1873 Mostra of the Promotrice).

In 1882, he was named director of the Scuola di Arti e Mestieri of L'Aquila. In 1884, he was commissioned by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture to visit the art museums of Germany.

In 1880, at Turin, he exhibited: Ogni buon stivale doventa ciabatta, 1o studio di Salvator Rosa, and La prima lezione di equitazione. In 1881 at Mi-
lan he displayed L' Erede. This canvas depicts a peasant, sprawled dead on a mat on the foreground, while to his side, his wife gtieves in
a corner while her naked baby lies supine. The bleak reality of rural poverty prompted a contemporary critic, to label this a protest
work, a legitimate descendant of the Proximus Tuus. The bronze statue by Achille D'Orsil depicts an exhausted peasant, sitting with a hoe. In
1884 at Turin, Patini exhibited 1Vanga ¢ Latte (a breast-feeding mother and her working man), and finally at Venice: Beasts of burden, in
which three peasant women recall the pose and exhaustion of Proximus Tuus, and the paintings of Millet. Other paintings such as The
Three Orphans, painted in earthy tones, reiterate this subject matter of empathy with the poor.

Patini struggled financially as a painter. He developed cardiac ailments in later decades. In addition to his genre subjects, and despite
some anticlerical positions, he also painted sacred subjects: for San Demetrio ne’ Vestini in Calascio, for the Sanctuary of the Madonna
della Libera in Pratola Peligna, for the Duomo and the church of Santa Maria della Concezione at 1.’Aquila. he painted canvases of

the Crucifix for the basilica of San Pelino, near Corfinio; 1/ Purgatorio o Redenzione, The Guardian Angel, St Carlo Borromeo among the plagne
victims, 1. Timmacolata e Santi.

His native town of Castel di Sangro has a stadium and a school (liceo), named after the painter.

For additional information and work go to: http:

Source: Wikipeadia
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Leopoldo Belli: 1921 — 2003

Memories of ‘Poppa’ in our hearts forever

Ten long years have passed since ‘Poppa’ Leopoldo Belli died, but not a day goes by without his family thinking of
him. During the holidays, he is especially missed.

Leopoldo loved people and greeted everyone with a smile so big it lit up his whole face. With family his top prior-
ity, Leopoldo was known for his great work ethic, even as a young boy in Italy. He could fix anything and even built his
own garage. Leopoldo had a green thumb. He spent much time in his yard which was filled with colorful flowers and
beautiful fresh vegetables. Every fall Leopoldo crushed grapes to make his own wine; he told his grandchildren it was
‘Poppa Juice.” The greatest joy in Leopoldo’s life was his grandchildren, three gitls and two boys. He spent hours with each
one, always telling them about his beloved Italy. He made sure that they visited his homeland to learn about their heritage, a
special trip for each of them. Leopoldo was equally proud to be a U.S. citizen, living and working the American dream for
their future. If any of his family called for help, LLeopoldo would drop whatever he was doing and go wherever needed.

Born in 1921 in the tiny town of Alfedena in the Abruzzi Mountains, LLeopoldo worked the land and built roads as a
stonecutter in Italy. He ultimately worked at Chrysler Corporation as a skilled tradesman in Detroit for 20 years. Leopoldo
married his childhood sweetheart, Filomena Lombardozzi, in 1947. Together they raised two children, Dina and Luigi.

The family came to America in 1955. After a brief time in Milwaukee, the Bellis settled in Detroit where they found
Alfedenese family and friends in the Loyal Wing Club. Leopoldo was an active member and officer of the club for more
than 40 years. Leopoldo and Filomena bought a house in Harper Woods where they lived until moving to Clinton Town-
ship in 1983. Never one to sit still, Leopoldo continued to work in retirement at Vince & Joe’s Gourmet Market near his
home.

His work ethic was passed onto his children. Dina and Luigi both earned college educations. Leopoldo lived to see
the first of his grandchildren complete college, too. His legacy can be seen in his ever-growing family which today numbers
16 including two that would be his great-grandchildren, Leo and Alexa, the children of Christopher and Selamawit Belli.
Leopoldo Belli, 1921 — 2003, will be in the hearts of many forever.

— Colleen Belli

| 1986— Leopoldo and Filomena

‘ with their five grandchildren.
Christopher Belli, Michael Di-

| Lauria

. And LeAnne Belli. In front, Nicole
Belli and Tara Dil.auria

Like many men
&0% in Abruzzi,

2 Leopold worked
_ ' as a stonecutter.

Filomena LLombardozzi, and Leo-

Front row: Christopher and Salamawit Belli, Colleen and Luigi

p ofo B?lh’ _malrried in 1947, came Belli, Sarah and Michael Dil.autia, Dina Dil.autia, Filomena
to America in 1957. Belli,

Robert Dil.auria, Tara DilLautia. Back row: Michael and Nicole

Today, Leopoldo would be Bisnonno to Leo S
and Alexa, the children of Christopher and
Salamawitt Belli.




Dedicated to the preservation and promotion of the Abruzzo Culture

FEDERAZIONE ABRUZZESE del MICHIGAN

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

2014
CRITERIA:
To be eligible to apply and compete for a scholarship, applicants must meet all the following criteria:

A) Applicants must be of Abruzzese ancestry.

B) Applicants must be graduating high school seniors, or full-time undergraduate students attending an
accredited college or university and working toward a two or four year degree.

C) High school applicants must have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. College/university
applicants must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale.

APPLICATION REVIEW:
In reviewing the scholarship applications, the Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan Scholarship Committee
considers the following factors:

A) The applicant’s scholastic record.

B) The applicant’s community service record.

C) The applicant’s participation in extracurricular activities.
D) The applicant’s work experience.

E) The applicant’s references and recommendations.

F) The applicant’s status as a high school senior.

G) Other scholarships received by the applicant.

H) The applicant’s participation in FADM activities.

I) Any extraordinary circumstances.

The Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan Scholarship 1s renewable on a competitive basis. Continuing students
must reapply annually.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name: Phone:
Address:

Date of Birth: Social Security Number:
Parents’ Names: (Father) (Mother)

Has your parent or grandparent been an active member in good standing of the Federazione Abruzzese del
Michigan for at least 12 months immediately prior to the date of this application?

Yes No
If “yes” to the above question, state that member’s name and relationship to you:
Name: Relationship:
Are you currently: A graduating high school senior/ A full-time undergraduate student

Date of Graduation: GPA: Intended Degree/Major:
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List all high schools, colleges and/or universities you have attended (begin with the institution you are currently attending):

NAME OF INSTITUTION CITY AND STATE DATES ATTENDED

If you are a graduating high school senior, list the colleges/universities you have applied to or will be attending:

NAME OF INSTITUTION CITY AND STATE STATUS

AWARDS AND HONORS
List any scholastic awards and/or honors you have received:

DESCRIPTION OF AWARD/HONOR NAME OF AWARD/HONOR DATE RECEIVED

COMMUNITY SERVICE
List any community organizations in which you have actively participated:

DESCRIPTION OF INVOLVEMENT NAME OF ORGANIZATION DATE OF SERVICE

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
List any other extracurricular activities in which you have actively participated:

NATURE OF ACTIVITY DATES OF ACTIVITY
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EMPLOYMENT
List any work experience you have had (begin with your most recent employer):
NAME OF EMPLOYER DATE OF EMPLOYMENT POSITION HELD
OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS
Have you been awarded any other scholarships? Yes No

If you answered “yes” to the above, state:

DATE OF AWARD NAME OF SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AWARDED

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

Each completed application must be submitted with:

1. Two letters of recommendation.
2. A short (2 page) biographical statement about the applicant. Your biographical statement must also address the significance of your Italian

heritage.
Official copies of high school ot college/university transcripts.

CERTIFICATION:

The information I provided in this application is true to the best of my knowledge:

(Date) (Applicant’s Signature)

RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION NO LATER THAN JUNE 30, 2014 TO:
FADM
c/o Sandra Tornberg
53794 Whitby Way
Shelby Twp., MI 48316



NEWS FROM THE ABRUZZ0O REGION

Benvenuti al Tourism Day

Sono lieto di invitarVi alla prima edizione del "Tourism day", evento di carattere annuale, or-
ganizzato dalla Regione Abruzzo, dedicato all'analisi e all'approfondimento di tematiche turis-
tiche di carattere nazionale ¢ locale, che si terra a Roccaraso (Aq) dal 20 al 22 maggio p.v.

La competizione globale impone sempre piu spesso un confronto continuo tra tutti gli attori del settore e la
condivisione delle strategie per favorire il rilancio dell'economia turistica e recuperare la competitivita della
"destinazione Italia", per questo ritengo che il "Tourism Day" sia un'ulteriore, preziosa occasione di incontro
che facilitera e continuera la positiva sinergia tra tutti i soggetti protagonisti dello sviluppo turistico e dell'e-
conomia in una nuova e unica vision strategica.

Il motivo conduttore di questa 1* edizione sara: "Il Turismo nell'Italia di domani" cio¢ un turismo inteso come
fattore strategico che sia sempre in grado di competere con le sfide provenienti dai paesi emergenti e dall'offerta di nuove aree e servizi turis-
tici sia su scala nazionale che internazionale. MAURO DI DALMAZIO

WELCOME TO ABRUZZO

Italy Symposium 2007

Dear American Traveler,

I am here to talk about my favorite subject - my land, Abruzzo, Europe's green heart. Only a few words are needed to describe this region,
which is rightly considered a splendid national park.

Nature is maybe the main wealth of a territory that even now seems to stand uncontaminated from the big and contagious industrial night-
mares of urban sprawl. The landscape goes from excessive to majestic. Vast green fields are stretched out as far as the eye can see, creating a
panorama that is never the same.

Abruzzo is considered, in Italy and abroad, a clean and pure heaven, but most of all a livable paradise. These are the strengths of our territory
and also what set it apart from the rest of the country. It goes straight to the heart with its suggestive scenery, beautiful beaches fully
equipped with all comforts, a bustling day and night life that takes away the stress of the city and brings freshness and enthusiasm. Hilltops
in blossom and rolling hills go as far as the rocky massif, at times severe and rugged, at times extraordinarily harmonious. In the background
of this marvelous route inhabited by bears, chamois, and wolves, one can admire the picturesque lakes that reflect the outlines of mountains
such as Maiella and Gran Sasso.

Nature, untouched areas, and a balanced urban development represent the main appeals of this region, which is also a land of history and
tradition. This is where the region's excellence is recognized unanimously: from the uncontaminated medieval villages to the monumental
complexes where you can still read the signs of a great and noble history, besides the peculiarity of the popular traditions with unique events
capable of attracting the attention of the world's greatest anthropologists. A trip through the provinces, the cities, and the ever-surprising na-
ture is accompanied by strong sensations that will stay with you forever.

Tourism and hospitality are important features of Abruzzo. With these credentials, recognized by everybody and reinforced by time, the re-
gion introduces itself to the national and international tourist market with all its charms. Only a few weeks ago, a scientific study on the re-
gion Abruzzo appeared in the international press that certified the highest approval rating among all the Italian regions. In a word, to the in-
ternational press, Abruzzo is considered a top region, where it is possible to find the best conditions of restoration and hospitality. It is now
on the same level as central Italian regions like Tuscany, Lazio and Umbria.

All these elements make of Abruzzo the unique place that we are about to present, an authentic region, perhaps the last of the Bella Italia.


http://www.regione.abruzzo.it/italysymposium2007
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