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FADM SUMMER ACTIVITIES  
FROM AROUND THE COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 10, 2013: 

Gen. Mbrshp Meeting 

IACS—7:00 PM 

Nominations for Board 

September 11, 18, 2013: 

Casting Call for “La Befana’ 

IACS—6:30 PM 

September 15, 2013: 

Pilgrimage to Sorrowful 

Mother in Bellevue, Ohio 

Club Pacentro Picnic 

September 17, 2013: 

Board Mtg.  IACS 6:30 PM 

September 21, 2013: 

FADM Giovani 

Bar / Club night 

September 29, 2013: 
Festa Abruzzese—Mirage 
 
October 3, 2013: 
Gen. Mbrshp Meeting 
IACL—6:00 PM 

Nominations for Board 

October 12, 2013: 
Columbus Day Parade 
Mt. Clemens, MI. 
October 13, 2013: 
Columbus Day Banquet 
IACS 
October 15, 2013: 
Board Mtg. IACS—6:30 PM 
October 26, 2013: 
Halloween Pumpkin Carv-
ing event. IACS—12:00 PM 
 
November 1, 2013: 
La Mia Strada at WSU 
Gen. Lect. Hall—6:00PM 
 
November 5, 2013: 
Gen. Mbrshp Meeting. 
IACS 7 :00 PM 
Election Night 
 
November 16, 2013: 
Bariscianotti Club Dinner 
Dance—San Marino Club. 
November 19, 2013: 
Board Meeting—6:30 PM 
IACS 
 
 

   

 

  “LA VOCE D’ ABRUZZO”  

The FADM and its clubs take full advantage of Michigan’s beautiful summer weather and 
surroundings. From Lake St. Clair Metropark to Lakeport Park in Port Huron, the picnics are 
fun, full of games and, of course with plenty of food. Below are some of the activities that 
occurred  throughout the summer. 

June 30, 2013: Bocce Ball tournament; FADM vs Venetian Club. 
Our first annual tournament took place at the Italian American Cul-
tural Center with the new courts. Father Addari gave the teams and 
the courts a blessing before play began. Although we had the home 
advantage, we did not succeed in beating our opponents. A rematch 
was instantly offered and we will play in January /February at the 
Venetian Club. (Father Addari blessing the players and the courts at the IACS) 

 

June 30, 2013: Bariscianotti Club Annual Picnic. This club has been 
doing this for many years and you can’t find a better organized one 
in the area (we are learning as we go). Ove 150 people enjoyed the 
camaraderie and fun at the Knights of Columbus park in Shelby 
Township. 
(Chris Pelino and Club President Frank Simone) 
 

July 14, 2013: Lake St. Clair MetroPark. The FADM hosted approxi-
mately 200 people in a fun filled afternoon and evening. On the 
schedule were a Bocce Ball tournament,  a Mora tournament, face 
painting for the kids and children’s games in the late afternoon. 
Many people took the opportunity to cool off in Lake St. Clair with 
the water being only 90 some feet away. Additional pictures will be 
on our website fedabruzzo.org. 
(Lelio D’Aristotile with the days prize and 80 lb Porchetta) 

 
 
July 22, 2013: Lakeport Park, Port Huron. The Secinarese Club has been having their picnic here for many years. 
The membership considers this a true day of relaxation and getaway. The party lasts into the evening with food, 
stories and games on Lake Huron. 

 

Sunday, July 28, 2013: The Detroit Tigers and the Philadelphia 
Phillies battled it out for first place in the American League Central 
Division. The Tigers won out and moved ahead of the White Sox (if 
only for a moment) in the standings. Twenty-five (25) members of 
the Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan (FADM) were on hand to 
cheer the Tigers on during their Annual Tiger Day outing. The day 
began at Vivio’s in Eastern Market for a lunch and beverage. Then 

we were shuttled to Comerica Park for a great day (although hot) of baseball. 
(Wayne Lupo with Grand father John DiBernardo) 



MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013. Due to the Labor Day Holiday, our date has been changed to  September 10. Our monthly membership meeting 
will take place at the Italian American Cultural Center  located at  43843 Romeo Plank Road Clinton Township, MI 48038. Telephone: 586-228-
3030. Nominations for  office will begin. 
 
OOPS, CORNER: 
 We are revising our Birthday and anniversary database.  If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed, we do not have it on file. Please email me or 
call me and I will add it to our database. Enzo Paglia 248-656-5052 or email at automan25@aol.com .  
 
ABRUZZO HISTORIES PART II: 
Continuing our series on recording the FADM and Personal histories, we will be scheduling meetings and a film date at the Italian American Cultural 
Center. Contact Tony DiGiorgio at 586-286-3247. 
 
TUITION REIMBURSEMENT FOR ITALIAN CLASSES: 
The FADM is again proud to sponsor our “tuition Reimbursement Program” for members’ children under 18 years of age who successfully com-
plete the requirements of the classes. The family must be in good standing for a one year period before they qualify for the program. See page 5 for 
form to give the instructors. 
 
CASTING CALL: “LA BEFANA PLAY”: 
Wednesday, September 11 & 18: We are looking for 8 –10 kids aged 10 to 15 for speaking parts on a play about the Befana. Some non-speaking 
parts are available. We will also need adult volunteers to help with costumes and set decorations. Auditions will be on at the Italian American Cul-
tural Center at 6:30 PM. Contact Enzo Paglia at 248-656-5052 for additional information 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013: Nominations will be  open for four (4) positions on the Board of Directors as well as Vice-President and Treas-

urer.  If you are interested or wish to nominate someone, please respond  in writing to Gina Serraiocco Interim  Secretary – FADM. Mail in 

nominations but be postmarked by Friday, October 25, 2013 to be eligible.  Elections are scheduled for the November General Membership 

meeting. Nomination forms will be available at the September and October General Membership meetings and in the October newsletter. 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE SORROWFUL MOTHER SHRINE: 

Sunday, September 15, 2013: Religious Pilgrimage – Bellevue, OH. Join us for a day of fellowship and prayer. Contact Enzo Paglia at 248-656-

5052  to reserve your seats today. Cost is $25 per person and includes coffee and doughnuts in the morning.  
 
CLUB PACENTRO PICNIC: 
Sunday, September 15 2013:  Rescheduled from August 4. Join Club Pacentro at their Picnic Grounds for a relaxing day in the country. 
 
FADM GIOVANI: 
Saturday, September 31, 2013: The FADM Giovani is going on the Town. Join Damiano, Stefano and other FADM Giovani group as they get to-
gether for a night out. Call Damiano or Stefano at 248-392-1523 and 248-9779373 respectively for information and reservations. 
 

FESTA ABRUZZESE: 

Sunday, September 29, 2013 at 1:00 PM: It’s our annual Festa Abruzzese where we celebrate our culture with items from Abruzzo, music and 

of course our Annual Scholarship awards to the winners of our competition. Join us at the Mirage for a great meal, great time and great friends. 

Cost is $30 for members, $35 for non members, and $15 for children of non members under 17. Call Clarice Squillace at 586-381-3700 for in-

formation and tickets, or go to www.fedabruzzo.org to pay by Paypal. See you there. 

 

COLUMBUS DAY ACTIVITIES: 

Sunday, October 6: Mass at San Francisco Church. Wednesday, October 9: Bus trip to Lansing. Saturday, October 12: Columbus Day Pa-

rade in Mt. Clemens. Sunday, October 13: Mass at Holy Family Church and Wreath laying at Bust of Columbus downtown, Columbus Day 

Banquet at Italian American Cultural Center. 

 

FADM FAMILY EVENT—PUMPKIN CARVING EVENT: 

Saturday, October 26, 2013: Join us at the IACS for an FADM Family event in carving your favorite design into a pumpkin. Best carving wins 

a prize. Costumes welcome for a best in show prize. Bring your pumpkin or use one of ours. Contact Marsha Serraiocco for details at 586-232-

3121. 

 

PREMIERE SHOWING OF “LA MIA STRADA”: 

Friday, November 1, 2013 at Wayne State University: The Italian Heritage Society and the FADM are proud to bring this epic story of one 

mans personal journey to find his roots and history in the landscape of the Abruzzo countryside and culture. Screening is at 6:00 PM. 

 

BARISCIANOTTI CLUB DINNER DANCE: 

Saturday, November 16, 2013 at the San Marino club. The Bariscianotti Club will have their 67th Annual Dinner Dance on Saturday, No-
vember 2, 2013 at the San Marino Club.  Cocktails at 6:00 p.m. with family style dinner at 7:00 p.m.  After dinner gaming tables will 
open and dancing to the music of Eclipse . Tickets purchased prior to October 14th. are $70.00 for adults and individuals 20 years 
old or less are $40.00.  Tickets purchased after October 14th. are $75.00 for adults and 20 years old or less are $45.00.  
Tickets can be purchased from Chris Pelino at (586) 286-3882 or Frank Simone at (586) 677-1492. 

mailto:automan25@aol.com
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS  

 

FADM BASEBALL OUTING 

Sunday, July 28, 2013 

The Detroit Tigers and the Philadelphia Phillies battled it out 

for first place in the American League Central Division. The 

Tigers won out and moved ahead of the White Sox (if only for 

a moment) in the standings. Twenty-five (25) members of the 

Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan (FADM) were on hand 

to cheer the Tigers on during their Annual Tiger Day outing. 

The day began at Vivio’s in Eastern Market for a lunch and 

beverage. Then we were shuttled to the Comerica Park for a 

great day (although hot) of baseball.  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
F/Row -Elio Ripari, Romano D’Onofrio 

B/Row:  Nick Salvati 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
From left: Anna Del Villano, John DiBernardo, Sandy Torn-

berg, Gino Serraiocco, Fiorella Del Greco 

Steven Serraiocco,  

Tony Serraiocco, and Frank Ser-

raiocco. 

Heather Hampton, 

Ashley DiBernardo and friends. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO  JOHN DIBERNARDO WHO 

CELEBRATED HIS 90TH BIRTH 

DAY ON MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 

2013.  

MANY HAPPY RETURNS 

 GIOVANNI, 

 

 

"Pilgrimage of the Faithful” 

Shrine of the Sorrowful Mother   

Bellevue, Ohio 

 

Sunday September 15, 2013 

For information and reservations call  

Enzo Paglia at 248-656-5052. 
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      LIKE TO SING? LIKE TO BE ON STAGE? 

COME JOIN THE  

FADM  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
CLASSES FORMING NOW  

PERFORMANCES SCHEDULED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

FEATURING ITALIAN CLASSICS, REGIONAL SONGS, AND POPULAR HITS. 
 

FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION CONTACT: 

Enzo Paglia at 248-656-5052 

Rehearsals will be at the IACS on Wednesday nights at 6:00 PM 

Please complete registration form and return to  

FADM 

C/O Children’s Choir 

P. O. Box 545 

Sterling Heights, MI, 48311 

 

 

COME …. LET’S 

MAKE  SOME MUSIC. 

 

 

FIRST & LAST NAME______________________________________________ 

 

PARENT NAME___________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE___________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE_________________ CELL PHONE_______________________ 

 

EMAIL____________________________________________________________ 
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My children have participated in Italian classes at the Italian Cultural Center for the past seven years.  I have always felt that 
learning a second language is one of the most important lessons in life that I can give to my children.  My first language was 
Italian, my parents Ilcare and Colomba Palombella were both immigrants from the Abruzzo region of Italy.  I am so thank-
ful for the gift they gave to my siblings and I, to be able to speak Italian.  I am extremely proud of my Italian heritage and I 
would like to continue this tradition for my children and that is why they take Italian classes at IACS.  I want my children to 
have a love and passion for all things Italian, viva L' Italia!!  
Thank You!! Grazie!! 
Donna (Palombella) Manzo 

FADM ITALIAN CLASS REIMBURSE-
MENT PROGRAM CELEBRATES 

 SECOND YEAR. 
Congratulations to the Manzo family for their 
participation in the FADM Italian Language 
Reimbursement Program. This is our second 
year of this program which reimburses children 
of members who under 18 for enrolling and 
completing an Italian Language course. Our 
aim is to bring our love for the Italian language 
to children who in turn will learn about our rich 
heritage and will continue to pass our customs 
and history to their families. Below is a message 
from Donna Manzo, the mother of Antonio, 
Miranda and GianLuca pictured at right. 
 

(Parents, have instructor fill out form below and mail to address provided) 

FADM TUITION REIMBURSEMENT FORM 
(Give to your instructor at the beginning of  class.) 

 
 
School Year _______________.   Location of Class: _________________. 
 
Name of Student: ___________________________ .Age: ________________________. 
 
Parent(s): _______________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Years of Italian Classes: __________________________. Proficiency: (1 to5): ___________________________. 
 
Completion of Class: Yes: _______. No: __________.        Tuition Cost: _______________________________ 
 
Instructor Name: ______________________________. 
 
Instructor Signature: ___________________________. 
 
Please complete the above and mail to: 
 
  FADM 
  c/o Tuition Reimbursement Program 
  P.O. Box 545 
  Sterling Heights 
  MI, 48316 
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-ABRUZZO HERITAGE- 
~ Francesco Panzieri~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Francesco Panzieri was born in Pescara, Abruzzo on April 27, 1985. 

Originally from Pescara, Francesco grew up with a passion for video games and movies, especially those burdened with spe-
cial visual effects (star wars, indiana jones, back to the future, ghostbusters, etc..) He decided to make it a profession. He 
graduated in L'Aquila at the prestigious Acccademia dell”immagine ( the Academy of Image Arts) in Cinematographic Sci-
ences, where he had the  pleasure and the honor of having professionals, such as teachers Ennio Morricone, Dante Ferretti, 
Alexander Bence, Luciano Tovoli, Michele Placido, etc.. In 2008, Francesco relocated to Manhattan - New York where he 
attended the world famous New York Film Academy, mastering the art of 3D and Digital Compositing. He rapidly became 
one of the most successful students of the school and, since his graduation in 2009, The NYFA has been using Francesco's 
name to help promoting its own 3D and VFX program across the United States, Europe and Russia, trademarking Fran-
cesco's face on every commercial around the world.  

After graduation at the NY Film Academy in 2009, he was hired in California for an internship that turned into work on 
what  was his  first film, Clash of the Titans. At the same time he got to work for Danny DeVito for which he used his  pre-
vious studios effects in computer graphics for the online horror splatter his series 'The Blood Factory'. 

His first visual effects assignment was on the worldwide-release blockbuster Clash Of The Titans in late 2009 at Flash Film 
Works Studios in Hollywood - California under the guidance of most notably VFX Supervisor and Academy Scientific and 
Technical Award 1998 recipient William Mesa. Since then, Francesco has been working on the West coast on many multi-
million dollars budget feature films and more than fifty HD Broadcast series, including the most popular CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation (CBS), Mad Men (AMC), House M.D. (FOX), Castle (ABC), Revenge (ABC) and 90210 (CW). 

Francesco continuously works to perfect his chosen trade and his filmography lists over 172 films or series he has worked 
or collaborated on. His work can be seen on films and TV shows shown below.  

With Renee Zellweger With Danny Divito With Brian De Palma 
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Federazione Abruzzese del Michigan 
Presents 

“Ritorno alle Origini Abruzzesi” 
Sunday, September 29, 2013 

Featuring Music and Culture of Abruzzo 
Scholarship Awards Ceremony  

Mirage Banquet Center 

16980 18 Mile Rd 

  Clinton Twp.  MI 48038 
(586) 228-2222 

Time:  1:00 to 5:00 PM 

Tickets: $30 for FADM members $35 for non-members 

Member Children  15 and under Free 

Non-member Children 15 to 6 years -  $15 

Non-member Children  5 and under Free 

For tickets contact Clarice Squillace @586-381-3700 

Or by PayPal at www.fedabruzzo.org 

 RSVP By September 20, 2013 

As in the past, we encourage guests to bring  
something cultural to display on their table 

 and share with others. Best display will win a prize. 
 

The Menu 
POLENTA 

CHICKEN BREAST W /AMOIGU SAUCE 
SAUSAGE WITH PEPPERS AND ONIONS 

PENNE PASTA BOLOGNESE 
PASTA CHEF’S CHOICE 

TOSSED SALAD ITALIAN DRESSING 
BREAD AND ROLLS 
COFFEE MILK POP 

SPUMONI 
GARLIC FOCACCIA 
BEER AND WINE 
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Tour de Troit promotes and encourages bicycling and bicycle safety through 

education, public events, collaboration with community and government or-

ganizations and support for non-motorized infrastructure. 

September 21, 2013. 

http://www.tour-de-troit.org/ To register with the Tour  de Troit, go to the website listed on 
the Left and sign up for the event. Let  

Calling all cyclists from the FADM and friends. Come join the adventure 
and fun of  touring Detroit from one landmark to another. The 30 mile 
tour is full of  fun and surprises. Designated rest stops along the way and 
a police escort throughout the city make it fun. Join the 5,000 + other cy-
clists in a day to remember. Contact Enzo Paglia at 248-656-5052 for ad-
ditional information or when your have registered. 
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NEWS FROM THE ABRUZZO REGION NEWS FROM THE 
ABRUZZO REGION 

FERROVIE: GIUNTA, OK A COMPLETAMENTO 
TRATTA FOSSACESIA-QUADRI OLTRE 14 MLN DI 
FONDI FAS;  
 

2 MLN 500 ML DI CONFINANZIAMENTO SANGRITANA (REGFLASH) Pescara, 12 ago. La Giunta regionale, su 
proposta dell'assessore ai Trasporti, Giandonato Morra, ha approvato il completamanto dell'infrastruttura ferroviaria della 
Ferrovia Adriatico Sangritana nella tratta Fossacesia-Saletti-Archi-Villa Santa Maria-Quadri (Lotto 1°, 2° e 3°) per un 
importo complessivo di 14 milioni 684 mila euro nell'ambito della Linea d'Azione III.2.2.a del PAR-FAS 2007-2013. 
L'intervento in questione, che vede come soggeto attuatore la Ferrovia Adriatico Sangritana che l'ha anche confinanziato 
per la somma di 2 milioni 551 mila euro, rientra nel programma di completamento e rafforzamento del sistema logistico 
di mobilità regionale teso a favorire lo sviluppo economico territoriale in riferimento alla movimentazione passeggeri e 
merci. L'obiettivo operativo di questa specifica linea di azione è quello di favorire la connessine della aree produttive e dei 
sistemi urbani alle reti principali, le sinergie tra i territori e i nodi logistici e l'accessiblità alle aree preriferiche. Si tratta di 
un provvedimento che segue di qualche settimana la firma dell'Accordo di Programma tra il Ministero dello Sviluppo 
economico, il Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti e la Regione Abruzzo. "Un passo importante - ha dichiarato 
Morra - che è stato possibile compiere grazie anche all'impegno del consigliere Emilio Nasuti, presidente della 
Commissione Builancio, e del collega di Giunta De Fanis, entrambi profondi conoscitori di quel territorio e capaci di 
individuare un intervento strategico come il completamento di questo collegamento ferroviario". (REGFLASH)  

 
EVENTS WITHIN THE REGION 

 Giandonato Morra  

Transumanze d'Europa 
Anna Cavasinni e Fabrizio Franceschelli cominciarono a divulgare i cambiamenti del mondo pastorale con un docu-
mentario di due ore "Pastori d'Abruzzo", uscito nel 1981. La loro ricerca sul campo era iniziata fra le montagne aqui-
lane e poi proseguita seguendo i tratturi fino in Puglia. Nel tempo l'indagine si è estesa alle regioni limitrofe, per arri-
vare alle Alpi, e da alcuni anni all'estero raggiungendo gli allevatori di renne del Finmark, in Norvegia. L'attuale pro-
getto "Transumanze d'Europa", che nella sua edizione finale prevede un documentario della durata complessiva di 
dieci ore, questa estate viene proposto dagli autori con una anteprima di circa 90 minuti. Si parla delle transumanze 
orizzontali, di quelle verticali, del sistema tratturale, del seminomadismo; delle tradizioni e dei mutamenti, della 
condizione attuale e degli sviluppi prevedibili. 

Un "Mosaico per Tornareccio" Edizione 2013 
La rassegna d'arte che, dal 2006, sta trasformando Tornareccio in un museo a cielo aperto fatto di oltre sessanta mo-

saici installati sulle facciate delle abitazioni. La cerimonia inaugurale è in programma sabato 20 luglio 2013 alle ore 

17.30, presso la sala "Remo Gaspari" in via don Bosco a Tornareccio (Ch).  

Oltre Caravaggio - Pittura del Seicento in Abruzzo, tra Roma e Napoli 
 

Una straordinaria esposizione che accosta i capolavori di due prestigiose collezioni d'arte, la Cappelli e la Dragonetti 

de Torres, un tempo esibiti nei sontuosi palazzi aquilani, ad altre testimonianze dei Seicento che testimoniano l'eccezi-

onale committenza artistica in Abruzzo.  

Prima marcia per il creato 

Da Celano a Castelvecchio Subequo "Lentius, Profondius, Suavis". Dalla città natale di frate Tommaso 
(biografo di San Francesco), passando per il "luogo del miracolo dell'acqua" a Baullo, sino al convento di 
Castelvecchio Subequo dove i frati conservano il reliquario con il sangue di San Francesco. 31 agosto 
2013 
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Continued from Page 1. 
 

August 18, 2013: Italian Heritage Day at Comerica Park. FADM members joined the over 300 + 
attendance of Italian Americans for a great day of “Baseball in the D”. The Italian American Com-
munity was recognized and the Club Presidents were recognized on the field. A great game against 
Kansas City. Tigers won!!1 
From Left: John LoIacono President IACS, Dominic Ruggirello-President San Vito lo Capo, Enzo Paglia—President 
FADM, Jim Losso—Cepranese Club, John Oddo– Tribuna Newspaper, May Galasso– President—Livonia Club 
 
 

August 25, 2013: Loyal Wing Men’s and Women’s Picnic. The Loyal wings will be in existence for 
100 years in 2015. This long standing club has endured the test of time with it’s membership and 
traditions. Over 60 people attended the picnic at Steffens Park in Fraser for a fun filled afternoon 
of games, stories and a good meal. 
Four (4) generations from Alfadena: From Left; Michael Locricchio, Anthony LaRocca, Anthony LaRocca Jr., Chris-
tina Locricchio, Alexandra LaRocca, Clara Belfi. 
 
ADDITIONAL PICTURES AT WWW.FEDABRUZZO.ORG 

ABRUZZO EXCURSION 
by Denis Couture 

(Editors Note: Denis Couture is an FADM member who has taken up the challenge of rediscovering his heritage )  

It all started out as a trip to France to visit my daughter and son-in-law who are  living and working  in Avignon. That was the plan at 
least. But upon discovering that a diversionary side trip to Italy, and particularly Abruzzo was do-able, and would not require that 
much more time, I quickly laid out my itinerary.  
 
Background 
A little background before I begin. Why Italy and Abruzzo? I'll try to make a rather long story short. It was only a few years ago that I 
found out that my great-grandfather, Giovanno Castricone was born in a town in Italy name Popoli located in the Abruzzo region. I 
never knew this until I began researching the documents that I needed to obtain Italian citizenship. I became more intrigued about 
this town and wondered what it must have been like when he left there in 1904.  My curiosity got the best of me. When I realized that 
a visit to Popoli was well within my reach, I decided it was time to go. I might never get another chance. So, on my visit to France 
while accompanied with my wife, daughter and son-in-law, we planned a 5 day trip to Italy (not nearly enough time).  
Leaving southern France by rental car on June 24th, we drove along the western seacoast of Italy headed for Rome. This is a beautiful 
drive with many vistas of the sea known as the Mare Ligure. Of course it's impossible to visit Italy without a trip to Rome. After a 
couple of days of visiting all the major sites which included St. Peter's Square, the Trevi Fountain, Sistine Chapel and the Coliseum, 
we  quickly cut across the boot of Italy and headed toward the east coast and the region of Abruzzo.  This was the real reason for the 
trip. The drive from Rome to the Abruzzo region is absolutely spectacular. The mountain scenery is breathtaking and driving the 
winding roads through the Apennine mountain range is harrowing. I've never driven through more tunnels in such a short period of 
time. You see, the roads cut through the mountains instead of going over them. Interesting concept. 
After driving for about 2.5 hours we began seeing signs for Abruzzo and Popoli, my great-grandfather's hometown. We soon exited 
off the highway and meandered our way through town. There isn't much to it. Still, it had a nostalgic appeal to it, like I had been there 
before. The town square and major buildings, especially churches, I'm sure look much the same today as 
they did when my great-grandfather left there in 1904. In fact many of these buildings have been stand-
ing for several centuries.  
 
Popoli 
We parked the car in one of the town parking lots and began to walk. It was Friday morning at about 

11:00 am. I was surprised at how little activity there was in town. No one on the streets. No cars that I 

could see. Only a stray dog catching the sun's rays on the cobblestone streets. We were very close to the 

comune (town hall). I had hoped to go there to ask a few questions and do a bit of research on my fam-

ily. As you might expect, the comune is closed on Friday. I guess this was poor planning on my part. Oh 

well. This was a real disappointment as I had hoped to obtain more information about the family and 

see if I had any relatives still living in Popoli. (Continued on Page 11) Popoli Town Square 



Dedicated to the preservation and promotion of the Abruzzo Culture 

 

By now I was getting hungry and I remembered the name of the restaurant (Ristorante Lombardi) that Mirella Pellini (another 
FADM member) had referred me to. It's owned by her cousin. I could see it in the distance so we walked over. They didn't open un-
til 11:30 but the owner graciously invited us in. We were the only ones there. We sat down and ordered off the seafood menu and 
received our meal a short time later. The portions were sizeable, fresh and delicious. I wanted thank the owner personally and tell him 
how I became acquainted with his restaurant but I don't speak any Italian and he doesn't speak any English. I knew that my inability 
to speak Italian would be a limitation. But, I soon found out that he spoke fluent French. Since I grew up speaking French we quickly 
began conversing and talked at length about several matters. We left the restaurant and wandered through the streets a bit longer and 
decided to check into one of the only 2 hotels in town, known as "Le Sorgenti". The hotel is a relatively new and modern hotel that 
overlooks the town and the Pescara River. I found out later that "sorgenti" means source and is a reference to the source of the 
Pescara River just a mile up the road. This river is crystal clear and is used to make wine and other soft drinks in the region. The 
Pescara Rivers runs all the way to the town of Pescara and empties into the Adriatic Sea  

What to Do 
We had the remainder of the day and following day to spend in the area. The question of what to do was fore-
most on our minds. We had seen (or it appeared) all of downtown Popoli. Someone recommended driving to 
Sulmona a larger city with many more activities and things to see. We followed that suggestion and headed to 
Sulmona to have dinner that evening. This turned out to be a good suggestion as Sulmona does  have more to 
offer and we found a very good (off the beaten path) restaurant which was reasonably priced. The waiter was 
gracious and very attentive to our needs.  We decided to return the following day (Saturday) as we were told that 
there's a market (mercato) there. Vendors of various kinds come to display and sell their merchandise, fruit, 
meats, cheeses and other items.  
Sulmona & Back 
 As planned, on Saturday we made the 25 minute drive from Popoli to Sulmona. The sun was shining and the 

market was in full force when we arrived. We checked out the many vendors and shops in Sulmona. It was well 

worth the trip to see what a typical market day looks like in a small Italian town. The ride back to Popoli was for me one of the best 

aspects of the trip. On the drive back we could see a small village that was set high on a mountaintop. Small orange tiled rooftops 

painted the landscape with homes perched atop this mountain and the allure of what it must be like to live there was too tempting. 

We had to exit the highway and check this out. The town is named Roccacasale. 

The road to the town wove its way up the mountain to the entrance to the vil-

lage. Beyond that point the road was so narrow, I couldn't tell if cars were al-

lowed to pass. We decided to park the car and walk up a long narrow paved 

street which was lined with small houses along the way.  Our destination - the ruins 

of what appeared to be a medieval castle. We trudged all the way to the top to reach a 

man-made structure that time had long forgotten. We couldn't help but wonder 

what it looked like and the activity that surrounded it in its days of glory. We 

could only imagine. As we walked back down we marveled at the scenery and 

mountains in the distance. The views on this clear day were majestic. Off in the 

distance and many feet below us we could see the village of Pratola Peligna. This 

also, we thought, was worth checking out, so we set out to find it and enjoyed a 

fabulous lunch with a fine bottle of wine. It was a great way to top off the morn-

ing. 

Serendipitous Event 
 At this point, the events just described made the trip to Popoli and the surrounding region all worthwhile. But there was a bit more 
in store that I could not have anticipated. Upon our arrival to the hotel that evening, I met the owner who greeted me. I expressed 
disappointment that I had not been able to go to the comune and research family relatives. I told him that my family name is Castri-
cone. He immediately recognized the name and told me that the past mayor of Popoli  was named Emidio Castricone and that he 
would introduce me to him on Monday. It was not meant be, so I thought. I told him that we were leaving Popoli early the next 
morning and that it was not possible to arrange this  meeting. 
At that very moment, Emidio Castricone walked through the door. He was there to attend a summer rooftop party that the hotel was 

hosting. The owner introduced me to him, but once again we could not converse because he knew no English. Coincidentally and 

once again, as fate would have it, Emidio was fluent in French. He had lived several years in France with his family. We were able to 

communicate well together. He invited me up to the rooftop party and introduced me to an extended Castricone family that was vis-

iting from New York. What a surprise. I was not able to establish that we were closely related in any way, but I met a lot of nice peo-

ple that had a common heritage. The Castricone name. The chance encounter has encouraged me to research extended family rela-

tives even more. The last night of our stay at the hotel Le Sorgenti was the perfect ending to wonderful trip.   
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FADM YOUTH THEATRE 
PRESENTS 

 
 
 

CASTING CALL FOR  

“LA BEFANA” PLAY 
We are looking for 8 –10 kids aged 10 to 15 for speaking parts on a play about the Befana. 

Some non-speaking parts are available. 
We will also need adult volunteers to help with costumes and set decorations. 

Auditions will be on Wednesday, September 11 and 18, 2013  
At the Italian American Cultural Center 6:30 PM. 

Contact Enzo Paglia at 248-656-5052 for additional information 
and audition scheduling. 

COME CELEBRATE THE END OF  
SUMMER WITH PINO MARELLI 

 AND HIS ALL STAR LINE UP.  
 

SURE TO BE A HIT IN THE ITALIAN 
COMMUNITY.   

 
WITH A RETURN ENGAGEMENT FROM 
LUANA FRAZZITTA, IT IS SURE TO BE A 

NIGHT TO REMEMBER. 
SEE YOU THERE. 
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Advertise here for maximum exposure to your 
 audience. 

Call Enzo Paglia for rates and timing. 
248-656-5052 

Full Page, Half Page, Quarter Page, Personal / 
Business Card 
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FEDERAZIONE ABRUZZESE DEL MICHIGAN 
 

P. O. BOX 545 

STERLING HEIGHTS 

MI, 48311 

WWW.FEDABRUZZO.ORG 

 Call for your 

 Membership Information Packet 

248-656-5052 

Or 

Complete the information and mail to: 

FADM – Membership 

PO Box 545 

Sterling Heights, MI, 48311 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________ 

 

City/ State: ____________________ ZIP: ___________ 

 

Phone Number: (H): ___________________________ 

 

             (C): _________________________ 

 

Email: __________________________Date:________ 

 

COMEDY CORNER 
 
 
 
 

 Due giovani futuri padri si incontrano nell’anticamera del 
reparto maternita’ dell’ospedale di Bankok. 

 - Pensi!—deci uno all’altro - siamo in vacanza a 
 siamo sposati da dodici mesi. Le pare che 
 debba succedere proprio adesso, quand lo 
 aspettavamo solo tra sei settimane? 
  El’Altro: - Lo dice a me?  Pensi che lei e in 
 vacanza, ma io sono in luna de miele? 
 
 Pronto? C’e Enrico Rossi? 
 - No, non ancora. 
 -Mi sa dire quando arrivera? 
 -E chi lo sa! Puo essere domani, come fra un mese 
  fra dieci anni… 
 -Scusi, ma con chi sto parlando? 
 -Con il guardiano del cimitero. 


